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In 1959, Louisiana State University purchased a Tudor portrait, attributed to FederigoZuccarq
labeled simply as dVladame Savaged (Figure 1).* Since then, it appears that no attempt was made
to further identify the sittef.Still, the portrait does provide certain references, particularly with
regard to the inscriptions and heraldilyat fave helped in finally identifying #hsitter ad.ady
Eleanor Savag@ée Cotgreavewho died before Lady Day, 16£2.

Asthe picture i s i n socimthepasit had beandranglyeassGneed thay the
blazon of arms inscribed on the pictue those of the Savage familyMy researchhowever,
indicates that they are the arms of the Cotgreaf&@hester, CheshifeThe connection between
the Cotgreaves and the Savages, also of Cleesteme about by the marriage, in 15@i,
EleanorPexhall (e Cotgreve) and Sir John Savagi 1579, Sir John was elected Sheriff of
Cheshire and it is likely that this picture was commissioned in commemoration of thaf event.

Unfortunately, the archives Weedbknowitlisat herdathgr, | i t t
John Cotgrave, was a drapand landownerwho livedin Chesterand thathis extended family
was actively involved in city politicsJohn married twicefirst to Alice Fletcherthe daughter of

Y| wish to thankFran Huber, Assistant Director for Collection Managenagihe LSU Museum of ArMr. Peter Cotgreaveand

Mr. Anthony Cotgreavéor their kind assistance with my researoh this portrait

2 Quincy Lee, A Catalogue of British Old Master Paintings in the Collection of the Louisiana State University Museum of Art
Masters Thesis, May 20089.[ SSQa (KS&A & A atheBritish K@U cudntly heldZoyIdz8. In2tte thesis he

makes no effort to further the identification of the sitterather only making note of the coat of arms, which he incorrectly

identifies as those of the Savage family (7). There also seems tobleavesome confusion by Lee regarding the material

qualities of the picture, describing it as beitmn panef while laterd dzZ33SadAy3a GKFG AG KFER 06SSy d&NR
LI adé oqod

% The Book of Accounts of the Wardens of the fraternity of thg @hbbst in BasingstoK&5571654),1882, 94

‘Ly {1 &1 3804 sAffs DEBEF2BKAAKNBLES SERE BAAIEBSRAWAONRALIGAZY ® {
5 Quincy LeeA Catalogue?. The blazon of th&avages of Clifton is Argefitx lions rampant3,2, and 1, Sable. See BM Harley

MS 1424/f. 125.

®BM Harley MS 1505/f. 40or more on the politics and people of“iﬁentury Cheshire, including the city of Chester, see

Elizabeth Baldwin et alGheshire including Chestdihe British Library, 2007.

! George OrmerodThe History of the County Palatine and City of Chegter 1, London, 1819, 63.

® Her father was born in the 1490s (Cheshire Archives: EDC2/2/69) and died in 1547 (Harley MS 2198f268phew,

William Cotgrave, would become Mayor of Chester by 1590. See Robert Lemon,Galendar of State Papers, Domestic

(Elizabeth 1), London, 1865, June 23, 1590, 6@8n Cotggave, draper, sold 186 acres in Hargrave Stubbs to Peter&2otyr

hisnephew. Sedhe Cheshire Shedlecember, 1902, 122.
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Richard Fletcher of Morley, in Barrow, Cheshisemetime after 15£2nd secondlyto Margery
Hurleston, of Lancastéf. In June 1596 Eleanor gave her age as 50. If accurate, that would date
her birthfrom betwee June, 1545 and June, 1546.

During her life Eleanorwould marry four timespeginning with her marriage t8ir Richard
Pexhall sometime after 1558The Pexhall family had resided at their family s&acas in
Cheshiresinceat leastl428 where theywere landed gentry actively involved in local politiés
During his life however Pexhall showed himself to be extraordinarily ambitious and, as a result,
lifted the family fortunesout of the local sphere of influen@d much closer to the Court in
London As it would turn outE | e a marmiadesto himwas afortuitous onefor a woman who

started lifethe daughter of €hestedraper.

Although he was already a wealthy man with a great deahefitedproperty in thesouthwest of

England it wash 6t Rineg har d Pex hal | OEfeandr iPaukiitthe yoangeasti a g e
daughter of William Paulet, Marquis of Winchegtdhat his ambitions really began to gain
traction’® At the start of their marriag@/illiam Paulet was a rising star at Court amals Sheriff

of Hampshirein the 1540s. It is likely thaPexhaldb s mar ri age had much to
appointment aSheriff of Hampshire in 1558incePaulet wady then Lord High Treasuremd a

man of considerable power and reputafibfexhallalso appeas to have been a vesffective

and popular Sheriff as he was-appointedin 1558 and again in1561. In 1553 Pexhallwas
knighted,and before the end of the followingearhe was granted thieereditaryoffice of the

Master of the Buckhounds under Maryhé would continue in that office undgtizabeth I*° In

°Her marriage contract was drawn up in 15Harley MS 2153/258 Given that Alice gave her age as 60 in 1560 (C24/50/1), it

would suggest she was born c. 1500. Alice died in1868 and was buried y { G & + SRI & (i Raleigh BaaidKE [ 2 Y F
Register Serie4903, 122).

1Y, Harley MS 1505/f. 40Margery died in before September, 1611 and was buried at Trinity Church, Chistersee

Cheshire SheaDecember 1902, 123The Hurlestons of Chestevere involved in Chesterpolitics; both Roger and Hugh

Hurleston were Mayor of Chester in the Iatethlﬁentury. Seé&Cheshire SheaMarch 15, 1882, 324 for more.

1 C21/S43/f.11Eleanor was the youngest of seven siblings.

ZIAa AdNYIFYS Ad OF NR2dzafe aLsSttf SR Wt SEKFff QS wtSEalffQs FyR
131t seems that the Paulets and the frallsmay havehad alongstandingelationship. See Burrow3he Family of Broca395

for more. At the time of his deatliPexhall owned or leasets manors and a further thirtjour estates in different areas in the

south of EnglandSee BurrowsThe Family of Brocag10 and 'Parishes: Peper Harowh, History of the County of Surrey:

Volume 31911,49-52 for more.

Yt dA SGQa ySLRGAAY IANBFGte 0SYySTAGSR KAa SyidAiNBhetifewddf 8 = LI N
Career of William Paulgtondon, 2008, 134.

Byeks wz2etrt . dzO{ K2 dzy. RaA fh &y (1ak- SThant RayiSiei26TNIE{ F @20 y886, 356
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her letter of appointmenMary wrote that Pexall was granted the offfcer fit he good,
faithful service which her beloved servant had before that time rendered her in many ways
This commensuggests that Pexhall had been of help to Mary in 1d&i&®g the very tumultuous

year after Edward VI digcand this may also be wiBexallwas knightedhat year It was during

this sametime that Pexhall decided to pull down the old fansiéat of Brocas and, in its place,
build a beautiful Tudor mansion, calling it Beaurepaire. Although hisrstaw would ultimately

complete the mansion, it was for Pexhall surely a symbol of his grdaitune and statut

Not long afterEleanor Paulkedied, in September 155&ichard and EleanoCotgreave were
married’’ They weretohave@ahi | dl ess marri age, aalthoughflomed al |
the remainingaccounts theiunionwas a happypne By example, wienPexhalldied in 1571jn a

fairly unusual step for the periotie left the vast majority of his fortune Eleanor including
Beaurepaire and many othestatesto the exclusion of his own children by his first wifaw/hat

remained of his estgtafter his many gifts to Eleanowvas left to his grandson, Pexall Brocas,

who was the son of his eldest daughter, Anne, by her marriage to Bernard Brocas of-Horton.
Yet, even here Pexhadpecified thatEleanor was to act as trusteeBa o clegacy until he

reached the age ahajority. Pexhalb swill also left the Mastership of the Buckhoudda
hereditary titl® to Eleanorrather than his childrerAnd, & a clear indication of his wishes,
Pexhalb s wi | | al so states that, should anyone ¢
disinherited™

Soon after Pexhalldied, Eleanorerected a magnificertlabaster and marbleemorialmonument
to him in the Chapel of St. Edmund at Westminster Abbey, where he was also kiged: 2).

An inscription on thenonumenteads

A T &od and futureages. Here rests, expecting the glorious Resurrection of Christ,
Richard Pecksall Knight, excellent in his religion and probity; he married first Alianor,

'® Montagu BurrowsThe Family of Brocas of Beaurepaire and Roche Qmntion, 1886, 200 aricbadesThe Life and Career
201.

l7Lady Eleanor Paulet, died in September, 1558 B3emws,The Family of Broca20 andLoades The Life and Careet34.

¥ PRO 11/63The willwas proved or8 November, 1571

¥ Burrows, The Family oBrocas 208.

*PRO 11/63/3
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daughter of William Paulet, Marquess of Winchester, and Lord Treasurer of England, who
bore him fourdaughters. His second wife was Alianor, daughter of John Cotgrave, and

after his death married to Sir John Savage Knight of the county of Chester; who out of
respectful regard towards her dear husband, and in perpetual memory of their marriage
faith, hathat hi s charge, freely and willingly er

As the inscription indicatespon after Pexhall died, Eleanor marrie®ir John Savagé

Originating in Derbyshire in the T4century, the Savages rose in powed wealth through a

series of advantageous marriagesl military campaignsBy the early 18 century their base of

power had been consolidated in Cheshire where they lived at the Old Hall, &li@dnr Johnos
father,John Savag#Il, although a man of great wealth, managed toddseough a series of
legalentanglements nearly all of the Savage land outside of Cheshire just befardohn John

Savage Vlil,was borr?* Sadly, by the time that he was thr&gvagés father had died, leaving

him as sole heir to thamily fortune, or rather what remained of it in Cheshire.

At the time of his death, ih597,Savageavas said to be 74his would suggest that he was born in

c. 1523% His mother, Elizabeth Somerset, wét® daughter of Charles Somerset, Barl of

Wor chester and Henr y; sfid was @lso HenoyrVill se€dna cobSinr | ai n
Although nothing is known of his formative yeams an adult John first married Elizabeth
Manners, the daughter of the Eaf Rutland. Thomas Mannevgas an extremely powerful figure

in theTudorcourts and is probably most well known for Bisploynentin the Royal househojd

L For more on this monument sé®estminster Abbey Monument to Sir Richard Pecks@i¢ccessed online 10 February 2010
<http://www.westminster-abbey.org/ourhistory/people/richardpecksalb.

? They were married sometime in 1572.

2% Tim Thornton, Wavage Family,(Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, Sept. 2004, online edn. May

2007, Accessed online 4 April, 2010.

“ONRO LOPSas a/ NAYSs {lyOldza NBL FyR w2élf | dziK2NAG®Onthiey RSNI | Sy
Laws and Customs of England; Essays in Honor of Samuel E, Umivassity of North Carolina Press, 1981,-326.

?® John Rylags, Cheshire and Lancashire Funeral Certifigdtendon, 1882, 7.

% a 1'INISe a{® mpopsT T® Hnc o | BiWiliaBréeont K R S NIKNS ®Zwidby 0 65 NKE 512
GKS YIFENNRI IS 2F W2 KY QavhoYi# indred\illia® Beretoh Befré K536 Se@rdidtdd Stie History

of the County Palatiné28. There is, as well, a portrait the collection at the Detroit Institute of Agaid to be of Sir William

Brereton also dated 1579, and alsecentlyattributed (by me) to Rbert Peakg/Accession Number 50.194).is possible that

Eleanor had access to Robert Peake by virtue of her kinship with William through her fimoldner
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acting in various capacities for Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, and Catherirfé Rain and
Elizabetb s marri age was a frtenchi uldrenetogbéehewpul

heir,also called JohBavage®

During his life Savageheld a variety of public officegcluding Sheriff of Cheshire in 1550,
1560, 1567, 1570, 1575, 1576, 1579, and 83e was also sometime Knight of the Shire
(under Elizabeth ])elected MP for Cheshire in 1585 and again in 1588was alsoSeneschal

of Halton Castle, Cliftonunder both Maryt and Elizabeth .f° During the mid16"™ centurythe
Castle was the seat of the Sheriffs of the cauAty both Sheriff and &eschal Savagewas
responsible for the overall management of the propertyheld twicemonthly courts wherde
would attend tdocal grievances® Under Elizabeth | the Castle was also used as a prison for
Catholic recusants arfthvageacted as host to a variety of Lancashire recusants, among them Sir
John Southwortf?

In 1564, Savagedetermined to build a new manor on the site of the Old Hall at Cliftambably
built as emblematic of his rising fortuneBhe new mansion, called Rocksavagas completed

in 1568 andwas one of the greatest Elizabethan houses in the county. Built loliside
overlooking the Weaver River, in 16 Rbcksavagevas described as the second largest house in

Cheshire, with nearly fifty heartH8.

In August of 1570 Lady Elizabeth Manners died and wasregden the Savage Chapel at St.

Mi chael &s ,d;irVess thdn éwo fydaBdvagewould marry Eleanot? Unfortunately,

Tad ad ManNash Bhamastirst earl of Rutland 149715432 ®xford Dictionary oNational Biography Oxford
University Press, Sept 2004; online edn, Jan 2008 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/17963, accessed 26 June 2010]
BM Harley MS. 1535, f. 246
2 Ormerod, The History of the County Palatjn@2-3. After his marriage to Eleanor, in 1572, Savage also laid claim to the
hereditary office of theMaster of the Buckhounds and was paid £50 pounds per annum, from-1%5F4. For more sed’ ¢ K S
w2eélf . dzO1 K2dzy R& .IIyARE &iCK3S AaNJ ThahtBRayEMERIHEA6{AhfRldnIil 886, 356.
% For a list of the other Knights of the Shire, see Ormefid®; History of the County Palatjr@8. For more on the history of
Halton Castle, see William Beaont, A History of the Castle of Halton and the PrimrAbbey of NortonVol. 1, London, 1873,
99-110.
#Beaumont,A History of the Castlea n m  8oyA® Notes on the History of Clifton (Rocksavage), near Runcorn, in Gh&shire
3R2uncorn Historical Society, published online October, 2003 and accessedreiinary, 2010.

Ibid.
% peter de FiguerireddCheshire Country Hous&hichester, 1998, 268.
# Craig Thornber, &&. Michael@® Church, Macclesfield, Cheshire,¢ Cheshire Antiquities, Posted online 24 January, 2003, Accessed
online 25 March, 2010.
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aside from a series of legahaneuverso v e r El e an orthese isilittiér archival a n c e,
information concerning their marriageEven so, iyen the various offices th&avageheld in

Cheshireand her own extensive properti€eanor would havbiad abusylife.

After more than 3 years of marriagan January 1597,Savagedied athis estateRocksavage.
Surviving reports ohis obsequiesuggest that he was held in much esteer@heshire more

than 80 people attended his funéfahfter much ceremonyie was buried next to his first wife,
Lady Eleanor Manners, at Savage Chapel, Macclesfiétglre 3). Although Savageelected to be
buried next to Lady Manners, in his will he made Eleanorsoi® executrix, granting her
annuities from several of his properties and full right to the majority of her lands from her

marriage to Richard Pexhdll.

After S a v a deatlithe survivingdocumentgell us very little ofEleanor there is no extant will

or other archival details that may better inform us as to her last yéardo know, however, that

she was married twice more: first to a Sir Richard Repoin, sometime prior to 1598nd lastly

to a Sir George Douglag,f t er Remi n gt o n daforecherale¢ath ini1682Atte6 1 0 an
her deathDouglas buried her at the Church of the Holy Ghost at Basingstoke, which was
destroyed at the end of the™@entury® Today, then, all that remaii$ Eleanoris this beautiful

and gentle portrait of a Tudor woman who, through a series of extraordinary marriages and, no
doubt, her own intelligence and skill,b, managed to rise from the relatoledgurity of the

daughter ofa simple Chester draper to become the wifi€§infy Henry VI11&s third cousin.

A Brief Note on the ProvenanceAs previously discussed, this portrait entered the collection of
Louisiana State University with little, if any, provenance. The Norbert Fischman @alldry

sold the portrait to LSU in 19598 closedtheir doors many years ago and any remaining gallery

®e¢KS 0S4l 20SNWASSs 2F (KSAS A&aadsSas sKAOK YFAyfte RShef 6AGK 9
Family of Broca209211.
38 John RylandsCheshire and Lancashire Funeral Certificates; 1600 tq L6R8on, 1882,-10.
twh MMKOPKk TP pd ¢KS 2y S cMid toBeairépairs. Hobrbléffiner & life infetest in thé pobeyt2bNtD a
ownership was given over to hésn, John.
BLy WdzySs mpdd W2KY [/ KFEYOSNIFAY 6NRGS + £SGGSNI G2 F aNXW® /NI
GKS [FRe& {I @I 3S dkettefs Svlitter by BahrkKChambeirldlrantov, 5861, 53Also see Chancery Proceedings
(Ser. 2)bundle 261, no. 77 on the death of Remington and the marriage to Douldi@sBook of Accounts of the Wardens of
the fraternity of the Holy Ghost in Basingstq#®57zmc pn 0 X My y HX dn y2G8a GKIG a{NJ DS2NEHS
ladie in chappkt X¢ before Lady Day, 1512.

Ibid.
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archives have been lost, making the develept of a provenance nearly impossiii&ecent
research, however, has uncovered some additional information regarding this picture that
demonstrates that, from at least 1910, the portrait was in the collectimlipf Witham, then

owner of Sutton Place, Sex.

In January1910The Connoisseupublished an article concerning Sutton Place that includes a
description of a portraithanging in the Great Hall, inscribdtdtMa dame Savageo an
1579* The article also includes a photograph of the Great ¥#l.comparison of the LSU

portraitin its frame, against ik photographsuggests thahe portrait of Eleanor was indeed at

Sutton Place in 191(Frigure 4 & 5).

A search of other archivalocuments providedo evidence that the portrait was in the house
prior to this date, suggesting ththie picture was recently acquired although, from whence it

came and by whom it was purchasesnaina mystery*?

A Brief Note on theArtist Attribution: In 1959, when the picture was acquiteg Louisiana

State Universityit was attributed td~ederigoZuccaro®* More recently,LSU graduate student

Quincy Lee has argued that the pictire s mor e | i kely to havéo[ been
because of thdark background and the gold lettering used for the inscriptwinish he believes

are common mo benfef Iniact, whew Bwoithrditl present a plain background, it

was most often greglackand, 4 t hough Eworthoés inscri pthisons ai
picture is dewasi dimdf y&~aodtgvdn she date, would make it the

very last work in his known oeuvre®® In addition, although the portrait is clearly by a skilled

Pazad 2F [{! Qa NBO2NRa ¢SNB fzai 2N RSadNRe&SR az2YSiAYS Ay @K
for Collection Management at the LSU Museum of 28tMarch, 2010.
“eonark Af f 2dzoes G{dzitizy tflI OSS | INIPhéLGhAnNS@6(101){JemNaR @10, 42 Y2 NJ | 2 dza
P2 aft2doer a{d2idzy tfl OS¢ mMcod
Bw2oSNI 5S8ff3 a! ¢ dzR2 NJThelByfiddidn MayazineSfor Cdnuiaissemag), July 1905, 28361 and
Frederic Harrisominnals of an Old Manor House: Sutton Place, Guildfaddon: MacMillan, 1893, Chapter 6 (1B#). There
is only one Tudeera inventory of Sutton Place (c. 1542) and this piatuse would be expected giveits dater is not
mentioned. See J.O. Halliw@hillipps, eds.Ancient inventories of Furniture, pictures, tapestry, plate, dtondon, 1854,
4A4ppendix and Harriso®ynnals of 1893, 20612. For more on the collection at Sutton Place, see #117.
Ibid.
“Lee,A Catalogugs.
“*The last inscribed worik EworthQ deuvreis dated1574.
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hand, the detaild particularly of the jewels arelacking in dimensionalitandthe kind of triple
highlight that iIs characteristic of Eworthos

In fact rather than Hans Eworth, this portrait has more in common witthe oeuvreof Robert

Peake the Eldgc. 15521619) RobertPeaké appeaancein Londonis first recorded in the pay

of the Office of the Revels 1576*" Although he is best known for his later fighgth, large

scale portraits of Stuart royaléiet vast majority of his pictures duritige 1580s and 9CGwe half

length portraits ofwealthy Londoners and ancillary members of the Cdaortnost cases tise
portraitsar e i nscri bed with t heandadditiorartéxsin golé blacd d i c
lettering (Figure 6). According to Roy Strong, although there is onlyecknownautographed

work by Peake, he had a rather idiosyncratic inscription #tgligs in keeping withthis portraio s
inscriptions®® Further, theknownPeakeautograpii s pecul i ar iennsctipioais t he
threelegged and nearly identilce that found in this pictur@igure 7 & 8).

* Elliswaterhouse Painting in Britain, 1530 to 179Qondon, 1969, 43.
®RoyStrongt 9f AT 6SGKEY tFAYGAYAY LyY ! wRNENDKt & KiSBulifgod L 9/ 2 ONRILE AR
Magazine 105719) Februaryl963, 534.
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MADAM - SAVAGE

Figurel

Portrait of Lady EleanoSavaggnée Cotgreave)
Attributed to Robert Peake

1579

Oil on Panel

24 x 1(80.9&50ilcm

Louisiana State University, US}59.9.3
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Figure2

Detail fromWest View of St. Edmunds Chapel

[with the Monument of Richard Pball in the red box]
FromRud ol ph A cTkeeHistorga of thedAbbey Church of Westminster
London, 1812Plate 30Engraved by J. Bluck

Figure3

Monument ta_ady Eleanor Manners and Sir John Savage
Savage Chapel, St .,UrdedKihgdom!| 6 s , Maccl esfield

** For more on this monument see Jane LaughfBine Church in the Market Place { 1 @ a A OK Il $f Qavisht&K dZNDKS H -
GKFyl aNX¥ 51 @AR . dzRASGG 2F {(dd aAOKIStQa T2NJ LINPGARAY3I (KAA

10
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Figure4

LSU 59.9.2 in frame

Figure5

Detail of a photographof the Great
Hall, Sutton Place, Facing West
published in The Connoisseur
26(101), January 1910, 12

11
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£ MABVY TONTVNA T ADE

GRATIA DELCRATA

Figure6

Portrait of Sir Edward Grimston

Robert Peake the Elder

1590

Oil on panel

31x24%in.(78.7 x 62.3 cm)

The Collection of the Earl of Verulam, Gorhambury House, Herefordshire

12
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Figure7

Det ai |l of Ro b e r autogfaplafiom thd reversebof ad pontrait of E@nknown
Military Commandeiin the collection of Lord Rootes, United Kingdom.

Figure8

Detail from the inscription of thBortrait of LadyEleanor Savage

13



