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A PORTRAIT OF KING HENRY VIII ASA KNIGHT OF THE GARTER
Compiled by Hope Walker, MPhil/PhD Candidate | The Courtauld Institute of Art

InJuneg 1567 one of Tfirst Viide-Chancel@ars| &nd grstwhddaster of the

College Robert Beaumontied. In his will Beaumontbequeathedhis large panel portrafb the

Trinity Library, along withfive other pictures as well as significant portion of his personal

library (Figure One) Although thisportraiti s dat ed 1567, technical st
a laer additior” Since King Henry was also tHeunder andpatron of Trinity College, it is
possiblethat Beaumont commissioned this work afterihigal appointment as Master in 1561

and sometime prior to his death1567 as a tribute tohe founder oftie College

This picture is one of at least six™6entury copies of a portrait of King Henry VIII that follow

Hol bei n d-painting is the RviaylIChamber at WhitehBilace, pinted in 1538. Today,

all that remains of that original mural is a portion of the cartoon in the collection of the National
Portrait Gallery, LondoiiFigure Two)and a smaller copy of the complete mural by Remigius van
Leemput in the Royal CollectioffFigure Three) The vast maj ority of th
mural portrait of Henry VIII remain unknown; this picture, however,ngue in that it is signed

with Eworthdéds monogr am.

Another of the unique aspects of the Trinity portrait is that it does not depict Henry within

Hol bei nds architect uf &ére thencolumgaednathar! anchitectusll Spa
elementsas well as any suggestiontaé fatherHenry VII, have beerset asideand arereplaced

by the cartoucheand textat the centerbottomand the large Gartamblemat the top right of the

picture.

L will of Robert Beaumont, Cambridge University Archive, U.l. Wills6l7, fol. 48  gydedd Trynitie colledg wherof | am
masterc xlli to the stallynge / and glasynge of the new lybrarye Item | gyve to the sayed trnitie colledg all those Dyvynitie books
onlye which | have / and the colledge wantethe Thirdly | gyve to Trynitie colledgxaypictures of our fownder / his parents

and child to be set in the librarye assone as it is as buylded and there to remayne as longe as they laste In the nestme spac
0SS FILeNB FyR g NBt & 1 Behidureivids néver SnovdNdia iBrarf ahdRrandaiyieti hae Masters
LodgeDining Halluntil 1912, when it waghen moved to theMain Dining Hall, where it remains todageeC.H. HartshornelThe

Book Rarities in the University of Cambridgendon, 1829, 482.

ZXantheBrookeetal,l Sy NE +LLL wS@SIf SRY | BPohdorS2008 B8 t 2NIINF Al FyR AdGa [ S$3
% The other copies at Chatsworth (#49), Walker Art Gallery, Petwdrthuse Belvoir Castleand Parham Houseare believed

to be based upon that original Whitehall mural, which was destroyed by fire in Fef88detait onthese workssee Xanthe
Brookeet al,Henry VIII74-5.

* Technical examinations suggest that the underdrawing in the Chatsworth picture is virtually identical to that of the Trinity
picture. Today, the Chatsworth picture is attributed to Eworth based upongimilarity. SeeXarthe Brooke et alHenry VIII
Revealed54.
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The Order of the Garter is an anciefivalric order,probablyfounded by Edward Il in the

1340s> By the time thaHenry VIII came to the throne tf@rder wasmade up bthe King and24

(primarily) English Knights Placeswithin the order were greatly coveteitl was, according to

Raymond Waddingtgmit he mo st gl(Herery néli fgthédrerey 6f use o
Order wasprimarily political, and oftendynasticas wel| bestowing favor on trusted intimates

while furthering his owrtlaims to ancient royalt{/In 1536, for example, Hennysedthe Garter
celebrations in order to announce the election of Sir Nicholas Qaréve Order, selecting him

over Lord Rochf or dThisévertwato have twaolil sepebcussiang iewas

seen as a very publ i c fapwreiclug soirmwlft Amenews| Y arte
right to rule®

The court of Henry VIII vasalsoa placeof splendor and pageantry and Barter celebrations

werea centr al event , acting as what Roy Stron
hierarhv i ¢ a | principles and an®Theftypicarcebratiooconsistdd ¢ hi
of three days obanquetsand processionsn which the Knights of the Gartdronored the

Sovereign Marcus Gheeraerith e  E | 1876 engravingof the Processionof the Garteris

exemplar of the kind of formal processions held during the Garter celebratatisularly under

Elizabeth |, where they wouldecome extremely popular among the general popyEigere

4).*° The engravings also evocative of the Trinity pictuie the presence of the Garter emblem

above each knight and the cartouahi¢h inscriptions below!*

® However,Lisa Jefferson argues for a later date, suggesting that it was probably founded by Henry V in 1415. For more see Lisa
WSFFSNR2YSZ & a{ ! NdzyRSt ny I yR (i KSTheEnyiEhHBtaridcal Relidio®@al)SApril 2 F G K S
1994,356-385.

wk@Y2yR 2FRRAYy3IG2y S a9t Al I 6 SThekSixteenth Cdrturii JOSr2dfINBpfing)19®ZF 100 KS DI NIi SN
" Grace HolmesThe Order of the Garter: Its Knights and Stall Plates,-1948 Windsor: 1984, 119, 16878.

® Raymond Waddingtort’ 9 f A T 11008.8 K SL A G NI 2F GKS | yydzrtf hNRSNI OSft SoN} GAzy
which was the same day that Henry was proclaimed King in 1509. As such, therDstidravehad a very personal meaning to

Henry, linked as it was to the start of his reifor more se GeorgeHall, Henry VIII, King of Englandondon, 1550 (printed

1904), 187.

9 Roy Strong,The Cult of Elizabetlklizabethan Portraiture and Pageantbypndon1977, 165.

9 Roy StrongThe Cult of Elizabeth 73.

" The Trinity portrait is the first dated portrait | am aware of in which the Order of the Garter is presented with such
importance. It is therefore possible that the Trinity portrait is the instigatbthis artistic tropeor, at the very least, the first

extant expression of it.
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The Order of the Garterlsohad religious implicationor the TudorsHenry VI, for example,

compl eted St. Geor ge 6sin GBapdeitl was here thaVihe Gaterr Ca
ceremonies wereften performed.t was also here that Henry was buried, alongside Queen Jane,

in February, 1547 In March, 1553, Edwarlf| drafted changes to the statues of the Order of the

Garter that would have removed any veneration to St. George, whom Edwardaaivad s c ur e
sup[ er] st i ctihoen dosnaagenetthotisat ofia knighastride a hors€ He also shifted

the annualGart er feast from St .o a@eaydncagneénsratibrafyhe t o Wh
foundation of theProtestanthurch'* Although Mary | would subsequently nullify these statutes,

under Elizabeth | many of th@arter statues under Edwa¥d returned, wih someadditional
modifications: the gospels were read in the vernacular and the elevation of the host was

eliminated from the Mass.

These issues were not unimportant to Robert Beaumont, who was an ardent Calvinist at
Cambridge. In 1565, he campaigned agasfestyy wearing surplices in churdbaptisms by laity,

and for the defacement of images of the Trifftyin his will he also indicated his desire lte

buri ed as a Protestant, writing Abno vayne
ceremonyes omystrustfull prayersie used ainy funeral as though my happye state with god

were dolbtefull .o

The Trinity portrait concerns itself with dynasty, but less biologicallytlssn was the case in

Hol beinds mural . | nst e a dig legacyof tikerGlarterp as mangfestdby a wn
the emblems present within the picture, and Hafityd s p |l ace wi t®fihenrrinttyh at dy
portrait, thereforemaybe seen as an image tipaesentdKing Henry VIII as the chivalric knight

whose heroicactian f ounded Be aumoandCollegeibEngland.ed chur ch

Pwif LK | 2dzA 6NR21SE &5 S WMankeMorarch: Hebry V)IBritsh Lilwtzy0e800.2582 y = ¢ A Y

13 John KingTudor Royal Iconographirinceton, 1989, 101.

*|n 1548 Edward (and the Privy Council) removed the requiem for departed knights. For this, and other, changes see Roy
Strong,The Cult of Elizabeti667.

“bid.

w20 SNI DNBI @9Sas & wexiol Ristionary bf tatichyl Bidgeaptegcossed kriine 10 May, 2010.

Wil of Robert Beaumont, Cambridge University Archive, U.1. Wills Il, 1567, Yol. 45

'8 There are further, albeit smaller, hints at the Order in the blue garter Henry wears on his proper left leg and in tlieltblack

hat that he wears both aresymbols ofthe Order.
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Figure One

Portrait of Henry VIII

Hans Eworth

c. 15627

Oil on 5 Baltic OakPanes$ [Glazed]

90 1/3 x 49 in. (229.6 x 124.1 cm)

Trinity College, CambridggTrinity CollegeNumber 84
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Figure 2

King Henry VIl and King Henry VIII

Hans Holbein the Younger

153%6-7

Ink and watercolour on paper

101 Y2 x 54 in.Z57.8 x 137.2 cin

National Portrait Gallery, LondomMPG 4027]
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Figure 3

Copy after Hol beinbs Whitehall Mur al
Remigius van Leemput

1667

Oil on canvas .
35 x 38.9%98i7om (
The Royal CollectiofRCIN 405750
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Figure 4

Procession of the GartgFolio 3]
Marcus Gheeraerts the Elder
1576

ColoredEtching on paper)

11 O x(B0xd4cmn.
British Museun{1892,0628.194]3
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