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In a private London collection there is a portrait of a young woman attributed to Tudor artist 

Hans Eworth that has long been identified as a picture of Lady Anne Penruddocke (Figure 1). 

The portrait is inscribed on the top right corner with �AETATIS 20,� indicating that the lady 

portrayed is 20-years-old. This, coupled with the date of 1557, which is also inscribed on the top 

right corner of the picture, suggests that the lady in the portrait was born c. 1537 (Figure 2). In 

the following brief biographical sketch I will unpack the life of Lady Anne Penruddocke in order 

to prove that, since she was married to John Cocke by 1537, it is impossible that she would have 

been born in 1537. Therefore, the Lady Anne Penruddocke cannot be this portrait�s sitter.  

 
§ BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 
Lady Anne Penruddocke was born to Thomas and Joan (nØe Hawte) Goodyer, sometime in the 

early 1520s.1 Although the exact year of her birth and much of her young life is unknown, by 

1537 Anne had married John Cocke, son of William Cocke and Anne Adams.2 The Cockes were 

a Herefordshire family with some ties to the Tudors beginning with John�s father, William, who 

was for a time a member of Henry VIII�s household.3 John was to continue and further these 

familial connections by acting as Master of Requests for both Edward VI and Mary I.4 On a local 

level John was also High Sheriff of Herfordshire and Essex as well as Lancaster Herald.5 In 

addition, John held some property in Herefordshire, the grandest of these being Broxbourne 

Manor, which he purchased from Henry VIII in 1544.6 Together John and Anne would have five 

                                                 
1 Grace Goodyear Kirkman, Genealogy of the Goodyear Family (Cubery and Company: San Francisco, 1899), 24. 
 
2 James W. Carlile, Archaeological Studies on the Two Manors of Ponsbourne and Newgate Street (Hertford: 
Simson and Co., 1907), 8. The surname is alternatively spelled Cocke, Cock, Cox, and Coxe in the primary sources. 
 
3 The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 5, June 1898, 314. 
 
4 Kirkman, Genealogy of, 24. 
 
5 The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 5, June 1898, 315. 
 
6 Anne would inherit this estate as jointure after his death and it would pass to John�s son from his first marriage, 
Henry, after her death. See ’Parishes: Broxbourne with Hoddesdon’, A History of the County of Hertford, Vol. 3, 
1912, 430-440. 
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children at Broxbourne, among them their oldest son, Henry, who was born in 1538.7 Henry 

Cockes was also connected to the Court as Keeper of the Wardrobe under first Elizabeth I then 

James I until his death in March, 1609.8  

 
At the end of 1556 John Cocke fell ill and he died sometime after Lady Day, 1557.9 By April, 

1560 Anne had remarried, this time to George Penruddocke.10 George was the third son of 

Edward Penruddocke of Arkelby, Cumberland and his wife Elizabeth Highmore.11 Like Anne, 

little is known of George�s early life, although it is presumed that he was born sometime before 

1510.12 As an adult, he was to spend the majority of his career in the law courts and Parliament; 

he was MP for Salisbury in 1551, granted entrance to Grays Inn in 1555, MP for Wiltshire in 

1557,  High Sheriff of Wiltshire in 1561, and MP for Downton in 1570.13  

 
George was also involved in the Battle of St. Quentin, where he was the Standard-Bearer for the 

Earl of Pembroke. In 1557 William Herbert, 1st Earl of Pembroke was the Captain-General and 

Lieutenant of the Army, having proven his fealty to Mary I by protecting London during the 

Wyatt Rebellion.14 As a result, Pembroke was appointed to lead the English army on the 

continent in support of Philip II in France.15 During the Battle of St. Quentin, Burke records that 

�(George) greatly distinguished himself, having fou ght a single combat with a French knight of 

                                                 
7 Ibid. 316. 
 
8 The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Volume V, June 1898, 316.  
 
9 Ibid. 315. 
  
10 This surname is also sometimes spelled Pennruddocke in the primary sources. 
 
11 Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. II 
(London: Harrison, 1871), 1077. 
 
12 Ibid. 
 
13 ’Parliamentary History 1689-1832’, A History of the County of Wiltshire: Volume 5 (1957), 199 and Exhibition of 
the Royal House of Tudor, The New Gallery, London, 1890, 70, No. 222. 
 
14 Sil Narasingha, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, William Herbert, First Earl of Pembroke, 2004, 5-6. He 
was also linked to the Tudors by marriage, having married Queen Katherine Parr�s sister Anne sometime before 
1534. See  James Doyle, The Official Baronage of England, Vol. III, London, 1886, 21-ff for more. 
 
15 Narasingha, Oxford Dictionary, 6. 
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eminence, whom he defeated, for which gallant action he received much laud and honour�� 16 

For his service to the country, George was eventually knighted by the Earl of Leicester at 

Hatfield in 1568.17 For the remainder of his life he was to manage his estates and continue his 

involvement in Parliament. And in July, 1581 Sir George died at his family seat, Ivy Church, in 

Wiltshire.18 What remained of his estate was inherited by his son Edward, who would go on to 

move the family seat to Compton Park, a family manor at Compton Chamberlayne in Wiltshire 

in 1586.19 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
16 Burke, A Genealogical, 1. 
 
17 Frederick Arthur Crisp, Visitation of England and Wales, Vol. 4 (London: Private Printing, 1902), 51. 
 
18 Ibid. 
 
19 Ibid. and Burke, Landed Gentry, 1077. The manor is known as Compton Park, although little of the original house 
(built in 1586) remains. See �Pastscape, Detailed Report: Compton Park,� accessed online via English Heritage 4 
April, 2010. 
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Figure 1 
 
Hans Eworth 
Unknown Lady, Formerly Lady Anne Penruddocke 
1557 
Oil on Panel 
42 X 31 in. 
Private Collection, London 


